
 
 

 

ENGR183A/283A - SYLLABUS  
Newton Series Changemaker Course, Spring 2023 

Tuesdays, 6:30 – 8:00 pm, January 17 – April 25, 2023 
Valley Life Sciences Building Room 2050 

 
 
DESCRIPTION 
 
This lecture series recognizes the entrepreneurial vision of A. Richard Newton, Dean of UC Berkeley’s 
College of Engineering from 2000 to 2007, by inviting distinguished innovators to share lessons from 
their own successes and failures. The course features a selection of highly accomplished industry 
speakers, including Cal alumni, who share their unique insights on industry developments, leadership, 
entrepreneurship, and innovation accumulated through experience in their careers.  
 
The lecture series serves as a discovery course for topics at the intersection of technology innovation 
and entrepreneurship and is a requirement for two of the tracks to complete the SCET Certificate in 
Entrepreneurship & Technology.  It’s a great introductory class for students interested in learning more 
about technology entrepreneurship and innovation. SCET classes welcome students from all majors 
and levels. 
 
Beginning in Spring 2021, the A. Richard Newton Lecture series became an official Berkeley 
Changemaker® course. Berkeley Changemaker® is a way to help engineers, humanists, and scientists 
on campus understand their passion and have the ability to create change and have agency in the 
world. The A. Richard Newton Series course helps students understand how to pursue their interests 
and execute them by learning from distinguished innovators. 
 
The theme of the Spring 2023 Newton Series is “Compassion Amidst Capitalism”.  The speakers will 
share their experiences, their insights and their advice, providing opportunities for the students to learn 
that that Capitalism should be accompanied by Compassion.  In doing so, enterprises, entrepreneurs and 
investors are behaving in a socially responsible manner, and in many cases, building more successful, 
more profitable businesses and organizations.   
  

https://changemaker.berkeley.edu/
https://changemaker.berkeley.edu/
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CONTACT INFORMATION  
 

Course Instructor Gigi Wang, Industry Faculty, Sutardja 
Center for Entrepreneurship & 
Technology 

gigiwang@berkeley.edu 
+1 925 963 8407 – emergency 
(text first before calling) 

Academic Program 
Manager  
(for enrollment issues) 

Joo Ae Chu jooae@berkeley.edu 
 

Course Coordinator Sukkriti Nath  sukkritinath@berkeley.edu  
Course Coordinator Amy Jain amyjain@berkeley.edu  

 
FORMAT 
 
The class sessions take place once a week on Tuesdays, 6:30 – 8:00 pm, in-person, in the Valley Life 
Sciences Building auditorium (Room 2050).  Inspiring industry speakers have been invited to come each 
week and talk to the class and share their experiences, insight, and advice.  Confirmed speakers include 
CEO’s, entrepreneurs, founders, investors, industry experts, non-profit leaders, and more.  Many of the 
speakers are Berkeley grads (Go Bears!). 
 
Most of the class sessions will be recorded and available to students in bCourses Media Gallery a few 
days after the class.  NOTE:  February 7 session will NOT be recorded by request of speaker. 
 
After each class session, students have a homework assignment to write reflections about that week’s 
speaker(s), what they spoke about, and how the content covered ties to Compassion Amidst Capitalism. 
 
CREDIT 
UC Berkeley students may sign up for 1 credit – ENGR183A/283A.  The class is graded P/NP. 
 
TEXTS AND REQUIRED RESOURCES 
 

• B-course access 
• Submit assignments individually to bCourses after each class – attendance assignment + 

reflections assignment 
• Final group reflections assignment – to be presented on last day of class, April 25, 2023 

 
ATTENDANCE & GRADING 

 
Attendance  Weekly attendance in class is mandatory unless approval has been given by the instructor.  
  Note that there is a class going on in the classroom right before (5:00 – 6:30 pm) so you 

will only be able to get into the classroom at around 6:30 pm.  Please arrive on time and 
be quick to sit down so we can start in a timely manner.   

mailto:gigiwang@berkeley.edu
mailto:ycaesark@berkeley.edu
mailto:sukkritinath@berkeley.edu
mailto:amyjain@berkeley.edu
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  Each student is allowed 2 absences from being in-person during the semester (not 
counting January 17) but the student must watch the videos from the week(s) they are 
missing and still submit the homework assignments for the week.   

 
  Attendance will be verified by the student doing an “attendance homework assignment” 

where they submit a selfie of themselves in the classroom with the speaker in the 
background at the end of the class.   This will verify that the student attended class. 

 
Assignments In addition to the weekly attendance assignment, there is a weekly reflections assignment 

each week where the student writes about their reflections of that week’s class, the 
speaker, and the content and how it relates to Compassion Amidst Capitalism. 

 
  The final assignment will be a group reflections slide(s) created by groups of 4 – 5 

students to be presented on the last day of class, April 25, 2023. 
 
Grading Students must complete and submit all the weekly reflections assignments.  Each student 

is allowed ONE (and ONLY ONE) missing reflections assignment in order to pass the class. 
 
 
DATES & LOCATION 
 
The class sessions take place once a week on Tuesdays, 6:30 – 8:00 pm, in-person, in the Valley Life 
Sciences Building auditorium (Room 2050).  The first weekly session is on January 17, and the last weekly 
session is on April 25.  There will be no class on March 28 (UC Berkeley Spring Break). 
 
COMMUNICATIONS 
 
All communications will take place in bCourses.  Check for announcements and assignments regularly.   
 
RECOMMENDATION:  Set bCourses alerts to be sent to your email. 
 
SCHEDULE   
 
The schedule of speakers is included in the following table.  Additional speakers will be confirmed and 
added to the table. 
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Newton Series Changemaker Course – Spring 2023 Line-up of Speakers 
 

Week Day Speaker Topic 
1 January 17 Gigi Wang, Industry Faculty, Sutardja 

Center for Entrepreneurship & 
Technology (Berkeley MBA) 

Class Intro 
Always Be Creating Value 

2 January 24 Badri Kothandaraman, CEO of Enphase 
Energy (Berkeley MS) 

Leading a Sustainable Energy 
Company to Profitability 

3 January 31 Bailey Farren & Noah Wu, Co-Founders 
of Perimeter, 2023 Forbes 30 Under 30 
(Berkeley alums) 

Launching a Data-Centric Startup 
while at Berkeley 

4 February 7 Henriette Cramer, Director of 
Algorithmic Impact and T&S Research, 
Spotify 

Intersection of Algorithmic 
Impact/Practice and Trust & 
Security Online 

5 February 14 Hany Farid, Professor, EECS & School of 
Information, UC Berkeley, TED speaker 

Ethical Computing 

6 February 21 TBD  
7 February 28 Bill Reichert, Partner, Pegasus Tech 

Ventures/Garage Technology Ventures, 
author of “Getting to Wow!” 

Getting to Wow! 

8 March 7 Sean O’Sullivan, Managing General 
Partner/Founder, SOSV Ventures 

Impact of the Choices We Make 

9 March 14 TBD  
10 March 21 Margaret Crotty, President, World 

Education, President & CEO, JSI 
Doing Good Around the World 

Spring Break 
11 April 4 TBD  
12 April 11 Cher Wang, Founder/Chairman of HTC 

(Berkeley alum) – to be confirmed 
 

13 April 18 TBD  
14 April 25 Final Day of Class Group Reflections Presentations 

 

http://www.linkedin.com/in/gigiwang
https://www.linkedin.com/in/badri-kothandaraman/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/baileyfarren/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/noahwu/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/henriettecramer/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/hany-farid-40a97935/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/billreichert/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/sean-sosv/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/margaret-crotty-b3b4a0/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cher_Wang
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